Q: On this Valentine’s Day, I would like to give a big shout out to my wonderful husband, through you Steve. Not only is he a great spouse and father, but he supports my business dreams and gives me the freedom to run my own business. Thanks honey!

KG
A: Happy to oblige, especially because your email reflects the experience of a lot of small business people.
Where would we be without our great partners supporting us? 
I know that for me, I could never get to do what it is I am so fortunate to get to do – travel, write, speak, take business risks, create, and run a business – if it were not for my sweet and supporting wife. 
It is said that “behind every successful man is a woman,” but for our purposes, it is more accurate to say that “behind every successful entrepreneur is a great mate.” There are so many things that an entrepreneur’s partner does in the course of a day – or a business actually –which add up to make running a successful business possible.
In the beginning, they are there to help support the dream. 
One day you came home and said, “Honey, I have this kooky idea, but I can’t let go of it. What would you think if I started my own business?” or, possibly, “Sweetie, I just can’t find a job and I am sick of looking. I want to go out on my own” or even, “I hate working for the man. I have to try something new or I am going to explode.” 
And what did they say? 
“Are you friggin' nuts?!”

No, of course not; that is not what they said (at least after a while.) Sooner rather than later probably, they told you that you have to follow your dream, right? Thank you for that. There simply is no way to start a business without the support of one’s partner. There are too many sacrifices involved and choices to be made to do so without, as we might say, buy-in from all stakeholders.
After that, the mates of business people are there to make sure things continue to run smoothly. Especially in the first few years, when the new business person is putting in extra-long hours, their partner usually picks up the slack at home. And for that we are grateful too.
But their importance continues long after the startup phase is over. When you look at successful people in business, politics, or anywhere really, you will often find that their mate is among their most trusted of advisors. You can see it today with the President and Michelle Obama, and you saw it before with the Ronald and Nancy Reagan.
The same is true in business, especially small business. 
Whereas in large corporations there are no shortage of smarties around to give and share advice (often whether you want it or not!), in a small business, we operate with less bandwidth. That is where the spouse comes in. Giving feedback and acting as a sounding board is a common function of the entrepreneur’s mate, and it is a critical one. We need and appreciate the feedback.
And let’s not forget either that partners act as another pair of hands during crunch time. Who does the books, or mails the packages, or even answers the phone? We know who, and we are grateful for this help too.
So on this Valentine’s Day, I would like to thank all of the great business “partners” out there. We can’t do it without you, and we really appreciate all of the support you give us. 
Today’s Tip: Do small businesses love their information? You bet!

[Please use attached infographic here.]
