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( Prairie Family Business will hold a webinar on October 19th on succession planning.

( The Heavy Highway Vehicle Use Tax, Form 2290 has been extended.  By November 30, 2011, Form 2290 taxpayers will be required to file a return for the full tax year on vehicles first used in July, August, or September 2011.  A new video outlines recent changes.

Short videos offer an overview of various tax-related subjects

Home Office Deduction 

Reporting Tips 

Outsourcing Payroll; Tax Tip 11-05 

Owe Taxes? Understanding IRS Collection Efforts
Audit technique guides offer insight into specific industry issues:
      Architects and Landscape Architects 
      Fishing 
      Excise Tax on Indoor Tanning Services
EMPLOYERS

( Special Edition Tax Tip 11-06  What Employers Need to Know About Claiming the Small Business Health Care Tax Credit 
( An Oct. 31 webinar will explain the Affordable Care Act provision that requires some employers to report health care coverage on Form W-2. IR 11-31 Frequently Asked Questions  IR 11-92 includes three ways stakeholders can submit comments on the proposed affordability safe harbor for employers that will apply to certain employers starting in 2014. The deadline for comments is Dec. 13, 2011. (Section 4980H)  Notice 11-73  

IR 11-90   IR 11-90SP   


( Notice 11-81 provides the 2011-2012 special per diem rates for taxpayers to use in substantiating the amount of ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred while traveling away from home.   Revenue Procedure 11-47 provides rules for employees  to substantiate the expenses by per diem allowance rather than actual expenses. 
( IR 11-93 The Internal Revenue Service issued guidance designed to clarify the tax treatment of employer-provided cell phones.  Notice 11-72; IRS Memorandum SBSE-04-0911-083  

------------------------------------------------------

( IR 11-95 The IRS launched a new program that will enable many employers to resolve past worker classification issues and achieve certainty under the tax law at a low cost by voluntarily reclassifying their workers. Announcement 11-64 

( Revenue Procedure 11-40 updates the specifications for filing 2011 Forms 1097, 1098, 1099, 3921, 3922, 5498, 8935, and W-2G through the IRS Filing Information Returns Electronically system (FIRE).
( Publication  4744 The IRS is Speaking Your Language is written in Spanish, 

Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean, Chinese and Russian.

AGRICULTURE

( Find the new rules for foreign agricultural workers (H-SA visas).

( Notice 11-79 explains the circumstances under which the 4-year replacement period is extended for livestock sold on account of drought.   The Appendix to this notice contains a list of counties that experienced exceptional, extreme, or severe drought conditions during the 12-month period ending August 31, 2011.  Taxpayers may use this list to determine if an extension is available. Certain counties in Iowa, Minneosta, and Nebraska, among others, are eligible.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( New Videos on How You Can Get a Business Counselor
SCORE's volunteers can counsel and mentor  small business owners and entrepreneurs. They have a new website, and an inspiring new series of videos.

( Protect Your Small Business with Flood Insurance from FloodSmart.gov
According to the National Flood Insurance Program, almost 40 percent of small businesses never reopen their doors following a disaster. Note that business continuity insurance may not provide coverage if the business doesn't have insurance on the underlying event.

(  Find U.S. Government publications on-line at http://publications.usa.gov
( South Dakota WORKS: State Launches New Small Business Lending Program
( Win at Iowa casinos? Find out your Iowa tax return filing requirements.
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