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Raising money for SDRA PAC
Our annual golf tournament raised over $11,000 for SDRA’s 
political fund, SDRA PAC.

This money is used to help support campaigns of pro-retail 
candidates for the State Legislature.

Our next golf tournament is slated for September 20, 2010 
at Prairie Green Golf Course in Sioux Falls.

We hope you’ll join us for this fun event!

Twenty hunters gathered at Wings of Thunder 
Lodge near Kimball for the 3rd Annual SDRA 
PAC Hunt in March. The event raises money for 
SDRA’s political action committee.

Our next pheasant hunt is slated for March 21-
22, 2010 at Wings of Thunder. Be sure to mark it 
on your calendar!
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Focus on the futureThe South Dakota Retailers Association has long been committed to helping build leaders of the future, for the good not only of retailing, but for society in general. 
Through our Philanthropy Committee, SDRA provided funding in 2009 for several statewide programs which promote good citizenship values and work ethic among the youth of the state:

Kids VotingKids Voting South Dakota is a non-partisan, non-profit grassroots organization dedicated to building a more informed generation of voters and providing an exciting and useful year- round civic education program for all South Dakota students.

Junior Achievement Junior Achievement of South Dakota (JASD) seeks to educate and inspire young people to value free enterprise, business and economics to improve the quality of their lives

Character CountsSouth Dakota’s 4-H Character Counts program is a statewide effort to support and partner with communities to teach youth and adults the six character building traits of trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.

SDRA board hears from three 
gubernatorial candidates

Three of the men running on the Republican ticket for 
Governor addressed the South Dakota Retailers Association 
Board of Directors during the fall Board Meeting.

Lieutenant Governor Dennis Daugaard, State Sena-
tor David Knudson of Sioux Falls, and former Brookings 
Mayor Scott Munsterman each spoke to the SDRA Board, 
providing information about themselves, their governing 
philosophies, their goals for the state, and current issues fac-
ing the state.

Democratic gubernatorial candidate Scott Heidepriem 
will speak to the Board at the January, 2010 Board Meeting. 
Heidepriem is a state Senator from Sioux Falls.

Lt. Governor 
Dennis     
Daugaard
speaks to the 
SDRA Board

Sen. David Knudson 
at the SDRA Board 
Meeting.

Former 
Brookings 
Mayor Scott 
Munsterman 
answers 
questions 
from the 
SDRA Board 
of Directors.

The year concluded with SDRA’s 
replica of an old time general store 
once again being part of the 29th 
Annual Christmas Tree Display at the 
State Capitol in Pierre. The store is 
furnished with scale model versions 
of retail goods which could have 
been found in a store around 1897, 
the year SDRA was founded. By 
Christmas, we noticed there were lots 
of little hand prints on the plexiglas on 
the front of the General Store!

Christmas at the Capitol

Over 700 members respond-
ed when SDRA sent out a 
survey in October asking 
how businesses were doing 
in general, and what they 
were expecting for fourth 
quarter sales.  
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SDRA stats
n	 Just under two-thirds of
	 our members (64%) 
	 participate in at least one 
	 of our member services.

n	 In 2009, our four 
	 marketing 
	 representatives (Shad 
	 Storm, Dana Haley, 
	 Vaughn Kary and 
	 Jennifer Christiansen) 	
	 signed up 411 new 
	 members.

n	 During 2009, our
	 marketing reps personally 
	 visited 3,538 current 
	 members, filling out a 
	 questionnaire with each one 
	 of them to determine where 
	 our members stand on 
	 various issues, and to learn 
	 about the concerns they 
	 have as business owners 
	 and managers.

SDRA historical tidbits

1897 The Association was founded. Nine merchants from 

across the northeastern part of the state met in Redfield on May 18, 

1897, and decided to call a general convention. On July 7, 1897, a group 

of 85 business owners gathered at the Spink County Courthouse in 

Redfield to draft a constitution and bylaws for the fledgling organization. 

Sixteen businesses paid dues that month; a year later, there were 726 

dues-paying members, at the rate of $3 per year.

1899	 The Association rented its first office, in the First 

National Block in Mitchell. Rent was $5 per month. That same year, the 

Association lobbied the South Dakota Legislature for the first time, seek-

ing a more effective law relating to druggists and doctors, an effective 

garnishment law, a decrease in the matter of exemptions, a pure food 

law, changes in the law affecting chattel mortgages, a law against fraudu-

lent advertising, and a decrease in the interest rates to 10 percent.  

1903	 The first membership service was offered. Due to the 

astronomical cost of fire insuance, the members voted to form a Mutual 

Fire Insurance Company. Other companies promptly reduced their rates.

1937	 The Association first went on record as supporting the 

taxing of purchases made from out-of-state companies (at that time, it 

meant catalog sales).

1948	 Group health insurance was offered as a member 

service. Provided through Continental Insurance, the premium to be 

deducted from payroll was $5.20 per month for females, and $4.45 per 

month for males.

As a result of all of the activities 
described in this report, member-
ship in the South Dakota Retailers 
Association remains steady at a time 
when many organizations are losing 
ground - our membership retention is 
nearly 90% each year.  

We are proud of the fact that we have 
been able to keep our dues structure 
the same for the 25th straight year. 

SDRA is also in sound financial 
shape, and both well prepared and 
excited to head into our 113th year of 
serving the retailers of South Dakota.

Mission 
Statement
To unify, protect, educate and lead 
the retail community and strive to en-
hance the business climate in South 
Dakota to enable retailers to better 
serve consumers.

- Adopted June, 1992


